
HOW TO 
MAINTAIN YOUR 

I-20
a n d  o t h e r  u s e f u l  U . S .  i m m i g r a t i o n  t i p s  f o r  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s



WHAT IS AN I-20?

• The Form I-20 is a “Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status” in the U.S. and 
issued by Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)-Certified Schools for students in F or 
M status.

• Oklahoma City University issued your I-20 and sent it to you when you were admitted.  You 
used your I-20 to apply for your F-1 student visa.

• Your I-20 includes:

– Biographical information about you

– Information about Oklahoma City University

– Information about your program:  Major, start date, end date

– Relevant employment information



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO “MAINTAIN” 
MY I-20?
• Maintaining your I-20 means that you are “In Status” and legally allowed to study and live in the 

United States.

• If you do not properly maintain your I-20, you may be “Out of Status.”

• Students that are “Out of Status” must take steps to correct their immigration issues 
immediately or risk serious consequences including:

– Reinstatement

– Arrest

– Deportation

– Ban on reentering the U.S.



T HE I - 20
W H AT  I S  T H I S  T H I N G ? !



M A J O R  
I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  
YO U R  I - 2 0  ( PAG E  1 )

• Your Biographical Data

• OCU’s Information

• Program Information

• Financial Information

Your 
SEVIS 
ID

Your name, 
birthday, 
citizenship

OCU’s 
Info

Start date

End date

Signature from 
IA Office

Your 
signature!

Financial 
Info



M A J O R  
I N F O R M AT I O N  O N  
YO U R  I - 2 0  ( PAG E  2 )

• Employment information

• Change of status, event history

• Travel Endorsements

• This page will start out blank 
like this, and authorizations will 
be added as needed

Employment:  
OPT, CPT

Travel 
Signatures



YO U R  I - 2 0  
R E SP O N S I B I L I T I E S
H O W  T O  K E E P  YO U R S E L F  I N  S TAT U S !



YOUR I-20 SHOULD HAVE THE 
FOLLOWING ACCURATE INFORMATION:

• Your legal name exactly as it is written on your passport.  It should also match your visa and I-94. 

• Your correct biographical data (date of birth, country of birth, country of citizenship)

• Your correct major

• Your correct program start date and your expected graduation date

• Your signature! 

• If you have been granted work authorization, this will be printed on your I-20 as well

– CPT, OPT, and OPT STEM Extensions will all be notated on the second page



YOU SHOULD UPDATE THE 
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE IF:
• Your name changes

• You move

• If you have applied to change your immigration status

Updates must be made in SEVIS (Student & Exchange Visitor Information System) within 10 days 
of the change!  



HO W  T O 
MA I NTAI N  YOU R  
I -2 0
A N D  YO U R  L E G A L  I M M I G R AT I O N  
S TAT U S



D O  B E  O U T  O F  
S TAT U S !

Do not let your I-20 expire!
• Be sure to remember the “Program 

End Date” listed on your I-20. If you 
have not completed your program by 
that date, you should request an 
extension.

• Extension forms can be found in the 
International Admissions Office.

• Extensions should be submitted any 
time before your Program End Date.

Allowing your I-20 to expire 
means that you are out of status!!  
Your I-20 can EASILY be extended 
before your program end date.  
After your program end date, your 
I-20 can only be extended by filing 
a reinstatement.



D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  
YO U R  T R AV E L  
S I G N AT U R E ! !

Get your I-20 signed before 
you leave the U.S.!
• A counselor from the International 

Admissions Office should sign the 2nd

page of your I-20 before you travel 
outside the U.S. for vacation.

• You should be enrolled for the next 
semester before getting your I-20 signed.

• Don’t wait until the last minute!  The 
University closes before major holidays.

The travel signature tells the Port 
of Entry that you are a current and 
continuing OCU student when you 
return from your vacation!



YO U  M U S T  H AV E  
P R O P E R  WO R K  
A U T H O R I Z AT I O N  
TO  WO R K  O F F -
C A M P U S ! !

You may NOT work off-campus 
without proper work 
authorization!
• Students must be approved for OPT, 

CPT, etc. before working off-campus.
• Failing to get work authorization can 

result in deportation and a 10 year ban 
on reentering the U.S.

• Visit the International Admissions 
Office or check our Employment PPT 
on the website for more details!

Working illegally is an extremely 
serious violation of your F1 
student status.  

Please see the International 
Admissions Office to discuss your 
options for working off-campus 
legally.



M A K E  N O R M A L  
P R O G R E S S

Make normal progress 
toward degree completion
• International students are required to be 

enrolled full-time every Fall and Spring 
semester.  For UG students that is 12 
hours per semester, and for GR students 
9 hours per semester.

• Authorized time off and reduced course 
loads are available – see the International 
Admissions Office for more details!

• Enrolled full-time every 
semester

• only enroll in courses that are 
required for degree completion

• The length of the time of study 
should not be significantly 
impacted by repeated/failed 
courses



W H AT  H A P P E N S  I F  
I  D O N ’ T  M A I N TA I N  
M Y  I - 2 0 ?
T E R M I N AT I O N , R E I N S TAT E M E N T S , A N D  
OT H E R  B A D  T H I N G S ! !



WHY AM I TERMINATED?

Students can be “terminated” (otherwise known as “out of status”) for the following reasons:

– Failure to extend the I-20 before the Program End Date

– Unauthorized employment

– Unauthorized drop below full-time enrollment 

– Failure to enroll without notifying the International Office that you will be taking time off

– Failure to make timely updates to personal and program information

– Failure to make normal progress toward degree completion 

– Suspension or Expulsion



WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS AFTER 
TERMINATION?
• Students that have been terminated must either file a reinstatement or return home with a 

new I-20 and re-enter the U.S. with the new record to correct their status.

• Reinstatements are EXPENSIVE!  Reinstatements cost $455 and take many months to process.  
Lengthy reinstatement processing times can even cause you to lose your eligibility for OPT and 
other F-1 student benefits.

• If you are concerned that you may be out of status, see the International Admissions Office 
IMMEDIATELY!!  Most status problems are easier to fix the sooner the problem is discovered.  
We will advise you on your options and will help you to find the best solution.



F O R  M O R E  
I N F O R M A T I O N  
C O N T A C T
INTERNATIONAL 
ADMISSIONS

I A @ O K C U . E D U
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